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SERVICES FOR CHRISTMASTIDE
December 24 Christmas Eve
2:30 PM
4:00 PM
6:00 PM

Manger Mass on the Lawn
Mass of the Nativity with Music
Solemn Mass of the Nativity

December 25 Christmas Day
10:00 AM

Holy Communion/Mass
No regular Sunday schedule

December 26 St. Stephen
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion/Mass

December 27 St. John
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion/Mass

December 28 The Holy Innocents
8:00 AM
11:00 AM

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion/Mass

December 29 St. Thomas Becket
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion/Mass

December 31 Eve of Holy Name
4:00 PM

Holy Communion/Mass
New Year’s Eve Covered Dish

January 1 Holy Name
9:30 AM

No 8:00 AM service
Holy Communion/Mass no music

Dear friends in Christ,
In Vermont, when the last snows of winter are melting and the
sun dances higher in the sky, we are coming up to sugaring
time. Sap from sugar maples have been gathered from the once
brightly bedecked trees, now standing is brown sentinels. The
slow process of gathering sap one drop at a time has come to its
end. The gathered sap is taken to the sugaring house where it is
boiled. The night of the boiling is a long night full of
anticipation and watching. Through the night, the family stays
up restocking the wood under the boiling pots. Slowly, as the
night goes on and heads begin to fall off to sleep, the sap is
cured. All night long the watch goes on. Finally, it is time to test
the sap, which has become syrup. The children rush out into the
new fallen snow to pour some hot sap. The syrup hardens on the
cold snow, a special treat for those who have waited. The night
of watch is over! It is syrup time, a time of rejoicing.
Advent is our time to gather and boil the sap of our lives. All
through the year, we have grown, blossomed, shown our inner
beauty, and experienced aging and death. But now, it is Advent,
a time to gather in the experience of the last year as fresh sap. It
is advent time – when we gather these experiences and stew
them over in our minds. It is advent time – when the fire of the
Holy Spirit changes us in ways we cannot understand. Once this
long night of our watching is over, then we too, now
transformed, may encounter the sweetness of God.
During this holy season, I pray that you will take time to reflect
on the year that is past, and how you have grown in Christ. I
pray that you may gather your blessings and place them before
the presence of God. I pray that you may stay awake, watchful
and diligent, so that you may be changed. It is now our advent,
our sugaring time. May we be attentive so that we can greet
with joy the one who is to come afresh into our lives.
In Christ,
The Rev. Arthur Pierce Powell

ADVENT: As we begin Advent at the end of November, we begin to prepare for the coming of

Christ. Remembering his first coming, looking for his coming in our lives and world in the present,
and longing for His return at the end of the age.

ADVENT RESOURCES: Selections for the Rector’s library, including a few new selections, will

be on the Advent Table in the narthex. In addition, seasonal devotional material for individuals and
families may be found on the table.

ADVENT BOOK: This year we will be having an Advent Book, in addition to the Lenten Book of

the past several years. The Book is Faithful: Christmas Through The Eyes of Joseph by Adam
Hamilton. Copies are available from the Church. Please sign up to reserve a copy.

A video presentation and time for book discussions will be available, but you are not required to
participate if you only want to read the book. Sessions will be on Wednesday after the 11 AM
Liturgy. A separate session will be on Sundays at 8:40. The dates for the presentations are:
WEDNESDAYS
November 23
November 30
December 7
December 14

SUNDAYS
November 20
November 27 Brunch Day
December 4
December 11
December 18

RORATE CÆLI EUCHARIST: The Early morning service to watch for the Coming of Christ at
Dawn will resume this year. A 7 AM Mass will be offered on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.

CHRISTMAS RECEPTIONS: Regular receptions will return following the 4 PM and 6 PM
services on Christmas Eve this year. Please bring something to share with everyone.

COOKIES BAGS FOR THE HOMEBOUND: A signup sheet is available in the

narthex for those desiring to make cookies to be bagged and delivered to our
homebound. The bags will be prepared on Thursday, December 22. We will be
preparing 16 cookie bags.

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION: The principal service for New Year’s weekend

will be on Saturday at 4 PM with a social hour and covered dish to follow. Please sign up if
you are planning to attend this event. Please include the number attending and specify any
item(s) you’re bringing to the event.

ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS: A Reminder that all Annual Meeting reports must be turned
in by no later than Tuesday, January 17, 2023 for incorporation of the Annual Meeting Booklet. A
List of Reports will be posted.

ANNUAL MEETING: The Annual Meeting of Holy Apostles’ Episcopal Church, Yardville,

County of Mercer will be held on Sunday, January 29, 2023. The purpose of the meeting is the
election of one (1) warden for a two-year term, three (3) vestry persons for a three-year term, and
delegates and alternates to the Convention and Convocation. At that time, we also receive reports of
the state of the parish in things temporal and spiritual, and receive the Budget adopted by the Vestry.
The meeting begins at 9:30 AM and is incorporated into the principle Eucharist of the day. The
Annual Meeting Booklet will be available on Sunday, January 22, 2023.

JANUARY “THAW” SALE: This winter fundraising event will be held on

Saturday, January 21, 2023. We will be gathering books, and there will be a signup sheet for soup and baked goods. Additional details to follow.

2023 STEWARDSHIP DRIVE: We would like to thank all those who have returned their

commitment form for next year. Your support is essential to the parish being able to serve God and
God’s world. Please return your 2023 Commitment Pledge form. These forms are available in the
narthex, or please feel free to contact the office and the form will be mailed to you. Thank you for
your continued generosity and support of the ministries of Holy Apostles!
Ladybug is a reminder that they are a key figure in Christian stories

ALTAR GUILD: The Annual Altar Guild Christmas Party will resume this year. The celebration
will be a brunch on Saturday December 10th from 10 AM until noon. All present and retired
members are invited and encouraged to join in the celebration. Active members should speak to
Canon Art or Kim Midgett about what to bring.

VESTRY: The December Vestry meeting is to be held on Tuesday, December 13th at 7 PM. At this

meeting, the proposed 2023 budget is adopted for presentation at the Annual Meeting in January. It is
encouraged all vestry members make their best effort to attend this important meeting.

NOMINATIONS: The Vestry is gathering Nominations for election at the Annual Meeting.

Several members will be rotating off so prayerfully consider offering you services. The Parish plays
a significant role of providing candidates for consideration to the Nominating Committee. These
names are suggestions – not nominations. Please make sure that you have the suggested individual’s
permissions before presenting to the Nominating Committee for consideration, or speak to a member
of the vestry about your willingness to serve.

GIFT CARDS: Holy Apostles continues to earn money throughout the year simply by

you purchasing gift cards through RaiseRight (formerly ShopWithScrip). Please
consider purchasing your holiday gift cards through Holy Apostles. The order
submission deadline dates for the remainder of 2022 are December 4 and December 11.

THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS: Thank you to all who participated in this ministry. Thirtytwo bags of food were delivered to the Cathedral.

ADOPT-A-FAMILY: We have “adopted” a family with four girls: grade
2; grade 4; grade 9; and 9 months. The list of gifts for each child are posted
in the narthex. Each gift must be wrapped and labeled (attached with
removable tape). There are still several gifts still available for anyone
wishing to participate in this ministry. You may support this ministry by
sending a check to the church made payable to Deacon’s Discretionary Fund
with “Adopted Family” on the memo line. Donations should be placed under
the Jesse Tree by December 18th.

WOMANSPACE: In Advent we gather donations (only new items) for women and children. Gifts
cards to Shop-Rite, Target, Walmart, and Wawa are a wonderful suggestion and can be ordered
through our Gift Card Program. Please attach a blue Womanspace tag on your donation and place it
under the Jesse Tree.

WICKER BASKET: We continue to support the Allentown Food Pantry weekly with donations
being delivered on Wednesdays. Donations of non-perishable food items may be placed in the
Wicker Basket located by the main altar.

POOR BOX MINISTRY: Poor Box Ministry is in support of Episcopal Community Services of

the Diocese of New Jersey. Donations as of November 20, 2022 total $1,117. You may support this
ministry by sending a check to the church made payable to Deacon’s Discretionary Fund with “Poor
Box” on the memo line.

WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE: Are you looking to donate your winter coat
after you received a new one for Christmas? Maybe you have some gloves or hats
that are unused in your closet? Holy Apostles’ continues to collect gently used
warm clothing again this year. Please drop off your donations after Christmas and
place the items in the BIG basket in the narthex. Donations will be delivered to the
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK).

Holy Apostles’ Parish Office
1040 Yardville-Allentown Rd, Yardville, NJ 08620
Office hours: 9 am – 12 pm Mon to Thurs
Office Closed on Fridays

Office: (609) 208-0228 or (609) 208-0312
Rectory: (609) 581-0889
Website: www.holyapostlesnj.com
Facebook: @HolyApostlesYardvilleNJ
e-mail: shell1040@verizon.net

